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Messenger: Online Archives
Bethesda’s flagship publication since 1910, Messenger, is available for viewing at
our web site. Our online archive has every issue since 2004 and is available at 
 www.blhs.org/?messenger. Breakthrough, our spiritual life magazine, is also available 
at www.blhs.org/?breakthrough

Golfing with a Pro
Bethesda has hosted four golf tournaments this year. Our fifth tournament, in Cypress, 
Texas, will be held in October. Golfers in Colorado got a surprise as Major League 
Baseball player, Manny Corpus (l), of the Colorado Rockies, attended the tournament. 
Corpus was a very gracious participant, autographing items for staff and people 
Bethesda supports.

Ambassadors
Spread Cheer
Sue Hart, Bethesda parish ministry consultant, 
was asked to serve as a guest chaplain at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Brighton, Colo. Four Good 
Shepherd Ambassadors who receive services 
from Bethesda joined her. The Ambassadors 
arrived early and mingled with the students. 
Marion Leonard, an Ambassador, assisted 
during chapel time by reading Bible verses to the 
children. Ambassadors Kent Iverson and Arnold 
Palmer lead the group in song, accompanied by 
Hart on the guitar. At the end of the service all of 
the students lined up to meet the Ambassadors. 
The children were very welcoming and warm and 
were open to talking to the Ambassadors, shaking 
their hands and hugging them. 

Your Voice Can Help
If you’ve always said, “I want to make a difference, but 
don’t know how,” Bethesda Voices is the perfect solution! 
Bethesda Voices is a web-based advocacy tool that 
informs members on important issues and connects 
advocates across the country. Voices also makes it easy 
to contact federal and state leaders, empowering them 
to advocate for public policy that benefits people with 
disabilities. Anyone can join, and membership is free. 
With e-mail alerts on significant issues, members will 
instantly know when and how to act. Your advocacy efforts 
can improve the lives of people who receive services 
from Bethesda by shaping federal and state policies in 
important areas such as Medicaid funding, disability 
program design and oversight, housing and disibility 
rights issues. To sign up, go to www.blhs.org and click 
on the Bethesda Voices logo in the bottom left corner of 
Bethesda’s home page.
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IMPACTING RUSSIA

Finally, Twardos participated in the opening 
ceremony of IMPACT’s new project in 
Severodvinsk—the establishment of a sheltered 
workshop for young adults with developmental 
disabilities. “The workshop provides sewing, laundry 
and other vocational opportunities for people with 
developmental disabilities,” says Twardos.

The group was treated with great hospitality and 
respect during the visit. There was significant 
media coverage of the roundtable discussion and 
the opening ceremony; both were highlighted on 
television and the front page of the newspaper. “We 
had an excellent tour of the city and were able to 
attend a concert with songs and dances performed 
by school-aged children. This was an outstanding 
performance and was highlighted by the fact that 

several of the child performers were children with 
developmental disabilities,” says Twardos.

“It is a joy to see this kind of inclusion take hold in 
such a remote location. Severodvinsk serves as a 
model for the necessity of offering choices to people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities,” says 
Dr. John E. Bauer, Bethesda’s president and CEO.

Continued from page 3

Several different ways to make Susan’s dream
come true were discussed. While waiting for the right 
plan, Susan began choosing plane-related activities 
during her free time. “She visited the Airport and the 
plane museum there, she went to the Sears Tower, 
in Chicago, Ill., to feel the sensation of being up in 
the air, and she checked out airplane books from the 
library,” says Jan Griffith, program manager.

Finally, a plan was developed, thanks to Terressia 
Stumke, a member of Susan’s support staff.
“Air travel is often taken for granted,” says Terressia. 

“I have had the opportunity to fly many times. I have 
worked with Susan for several wonderful years.
When I heard flying was one of her dreams, I wanted
to help make this dream possible.” Susan and 
Terressia took a plane from Midway Airport in 
Chicago to the Indianapolis airport. There, Terressia’s 
husband met them and they all went to a museum 
in Indianapolis, the Outback Steakhouse and then 
drove back to Valparaiso.

Susan’s favorite part of the trip; “Looking out 
the window,” she says. The moment was truly a 
memorable one for Terressia as well. “[The best
part was] seeing Susan’s face  when the plane
took off and knowing that her dream was coming
true,” says Terressia.

Stories like this are what Bethesda’s uncommon 
quality is all about. “Quality isn’t just something that 
we think about once in a while,” says Bauer, “it has to 
be something that every member of the organization 
strives for, each and every day. The bottom line is our 
commitment means better services for the people
we support.”

Uncommon Quality, Bethesda’s Commitment
A Flight to Remember

Continued from page 5

IMPACTing Russia:

Twardos Visits Severodvinsk

After a stakeholder 
survey, Twardos 

(bottom right) was 
given a tour of the 

Solnyshko Center for 
Social Rehabilitation 

for Minors. The Center 
is a residential school 

for children with 
various disabilities 

sponsored by IMPACT.
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Support Bethesda by designating a bequest that 
helps ensure that our important ministry continues 
around the world. Have peace of mind knowing 
that a ministry you support will benefit from and be 
strengthened by your planning. 

Join Margaret. Leave your imprint. Include 
Bethesda in your will or estate plan. To
incorporate Bethesda into your future planning,
or to learn what projects need your support;
please call our development department at 
800.383.8743, ext. 4420. 

Margaret Mann passed away on June 1, 2008.

Yet, she is touching hearts and strengthening 
lives of people who have developmental 
disabilities in the Dominican Republic now. 
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